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Since the issue of Bulletin 11, the only important news of the movee 
ments of the interests seeking irrigation reservoirs in Yellovwst me Lake 
comes in local newspaper clippings frem the lower Yellowstone Valley in 
liontana, These report public speeches by Senator Walsh promising to push 
a bill this winter for authority to dam Yellowstone Lake. In one of these 
he declares that he will get this legislation if he gets nothing else at 
the session, 


This is the first authentic statcent of intention. The Yellowstone 
Irrigation association, curing all its active campaign of the summer and fall, 
has so carefully guarded its plans that even the National Park Service has 
found nothing authcritative to incluce in a revicw of various irrigation 
schemes in its coming annual report, 


It is a fair assumption that we shall know nothing of the detail of 
the plan until the bill is introduced and printed in December and that the 
measure will then be pushed with all possible speed. 


WOMEN RALLY TO THD DEFENSE. 


On the defense side there is important news which will be reported at 
the right time, 


Meanwhile it is heartening to know that the great body of tvomen voters 
throughout the country are caning to the support of the national parks agains 
any commercial aggression, On July 27, the new National Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women, at its second annual convention at St. Paul, 
passed the following resolutions; 


“hereas, A bill hes een introduced into Congress 
to vermit the construction of reservcirs and canals in 
the southwestern part of the Yellowstone Park; and where- 
as, if the Govermient p crits the opening of the Park to 
private interests it will be establishing a precedent 
for other private interests to enter our National Parks; 





Therefore, Be it Resolved: That the National Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional Women's Cluus protest 
against the passage of this bill; and further be it re 
Solved that we protest against any 9ill which permits 
the exploitation of our National Parks, 


This organization represents three hundred clubs, 


On September 16, last, the Board of Directors of the General Federation 
of Women's Clubs passed, in Washington, the following resolutions: 


Resolved: That the General Federation of Women's 
Cluts heartily endorses the Congressional policy of the 
last forty-eight years for vreserving our National Parks 
in a state of absolute nature, 

That it considers our Nation ial Parks invaluable 
National iluseune of Nature which it is the Nation's duty 
to hold untouched for the study and enjoyment of posterity, 

That it protests ageinst the inclusion of National 

i Mlionuments in the provisions of the Federal Vater 
June, 1920, and requests Concress to anend that 
to exclude these Reservations from its aut ho rity 
it protests earne stly aceinst the granting of 
sation or other privilese in the Yellowstone or 
J National Fark iia those customary and necessary 
for omfort and convenionce of visitors, 
it authorizes the President of the General Feder- 
ation to take such action as she deems necessary to carry 
out the spirit and purposes of these Resolutions. 


The clubs united in the General Federation have oan aggregate meabership 
of two and a half million women distributed among all the Sta‘es and Congres- 
sional Districts in the nation. 


PRESIDENT-ELECT HARDING FOR PROTECTION. 


In reply to a telegram from the National Association of Audubon Societies, 
at its annual convention in New York Gity on October 26, asking whether his 
policy, if elected, “would be to cuard the National Parks and Bird Reservae 
tions against any commercial shhaahe that may be made to exploit them” 
Senator Harding wired promptly from ilarion: 


"I om fullv in favor of a policy which will guard the integrity of our 
national parks and our bird reservations, I favor the enforcement of our 
treaty “with Canada for the protection of valuable migratory birds," 


There is nothing hesitating or ambiguous about that, 
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TPORTANT PUTLICATION 
Mmerson Houzh's article in whe Saturcay Evening Post of & 
entitled “Parming the Heirlooms" has made a profound impression throughout 
the country. 


f September 25, 
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William C. Gregg*s article in the Saturday Evening Post of November 20, 
destroys the principle argument for the proposed reservoir in the Falls 
River Basin by describing the region as one of the most beautiful and useful 
parts of Yellowstone National Park, lir. Gregg explored it last summer, 

It is not a swamp, as the irrigationists alleged, and it will become the 
most popular of motor camping grounds as soon as the National Park Service 
can open a road into it, 


ONE WEAKNESS IN THE DEFENSE. 


Letters received from their Congressmen by many of our members show a 
wide failure to appreciate the me vital foundation principle upon which 
the whole national parks structure stands, that of complete conservation, 
A representative from New England writes that all will be well provided 
that Congress will see that none but sound enterprizes enter the parks, 
Another, also in the East, thinks that great care in the architecture of 
the dams will tend to make tha improve the parks, And so on. 


We can not blame our Congressmen for failing to appreciate the fact 
that a single commercial enterprize in any national park is a denial of the 
purpose for which these parks exist, that the oly difference between them ~ 
and national forests lies in the complete conservation of the national parks, 
end that within a dozen years after the first dam is bvilt, our rational 
parks will have fully returned, in all but empty name, to the status of 
the national forests from which previous Congresses withdrew them for 
the special purpose of completely conserving them, 


We can not blame Congressmen for not knowing all this, for they are 
the hardest working men in America, and the national parks, never having 
been an issue, have not before been called specially to their attention, 


But the fact puts it up to each one of us to make sure that his om 
Congressman understands and will work for the fullest preservation of the 
National Parks System, 


ROBERT STERLING YARD, 


Executive Secretary. 





